
 

  

 

Fourth Meeting of the Regional Steering Group for Civil Registration and Vital 
Statistics in Asia and the Pacific 

13 – 15 November 2018 
Bangkok, Thailand 



 

1 

Meeting Objectives:  
1. Discuss and finalize the Regional Action Framework’s midterm reporting 

questionnaire and guidelines  
2. Begin the preparatory work for the 2020 Ministerial Conference for CRVS in 

Asia and the Pacific, including reviewing current CRVS challenges and 
issues and any potential modifications to the RAF  

3. Discuss the working arrangements of the Regional Steering Group, 
including by reviewing RSG support for furthering commitments to CRVS 
improvement and addressing the Group’s Terms of Reference 

 

 Tuesday, 13 November  

9.00 – 9.20 Welcome and adoption of agenda 

➢ Ms. Gemma van Halderen, Director, 
Statistics Division, ESCAP 

➢ H.E. Mr. Kolinio Gata Takali, High 
Commissioner of Fiji to Malaysia and 
Permanent Representative to ESCAP 

Chair:  
ESCAP 

9.20 – 9.30 Keynote speech (TBC) 

➢ H.E. Mr. Manuel Cárceres da Costa, 
Minister of Justice, Timor-Leste 

Chair: 
ESCAP 

9:30 – 10:00 Introduction of participants, programme & 
expectations 

➢ Ms. Rikke Hansen, ESCAP 

Chair: 
ESCAP 

10:00 – 10:30          Coffee/Tea break & Group Photo 

Session 1 

10:30 – 11:40  

 

Midterm Review Background 

Objectives: Session 1 will provide members 
with context on the Regional Action 
Framework (RAF) reporting requirements, 
including a summary of the baseline review 
process and lessons learned from ESCAP and 
countries. 

Expected Outcomes: Clarity on the purpose of 
the midterm review process and 

Chair: 
Mr. Daniel 
Ariaso, 
Philippines 

 

Rapporteur: 
Ms. Olga 
Joos, USA 
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understanding of the preceding baseline 
review. 

➢ Introduction to the RAF Reporting 
Mechanism and Review Process, Mr. 
David Rausis, ESCAP, 10:30 – 10:50 

➢ Lessons from baseline reporting, Mr. 
Mohammad Bagher Abbasi, Islamic 
Republic of Iran, 10:50 – 11:10 

➢ Plenary Q & A, Mr. Daniel Ariaso, 
Philippines, 11:10 – 11:35 

➢ Summary of Session 1, Ms. Olga Joos, 
USA, 11:35 – 11:40 

Session 2 

11:40 – 12:00 

Midterm Review Reporting 

Objectives: Session 2 will introduce the draft 
questionnaire and guidelines developed by 
ESCAP, as well as present and discuss the 
reporting process and modalities.  

Expected Outcomes: Members will review and 
provide advice enabling ESCAP to finalize the 
questionnaire and guidelines for the midterm 
review.  

➢ Draft guidelines, questionnaire, process 
and modalities, Mr. Jose Antonio 
Pedrosa, ESCAP, 11:40 – 12:00 

Chair: 
TBD 

 

Rapporteur: 
Gloria 
Mathenge, 
SPC 

12:00 – 13:00          Lunch 

Session 2 
cont. 

13:00 – 15:00 

➢ Group discussions 
o Participants will break into groups 

to discuss, review and provide 
feedback on the questionnaire and 
guidelines. 

 

15:00 – 15:15          Coffee/Tea break 

Session 2 
cont. 

➢ Presentation by the groups, facilitated by 
Chair, 15:15 – 16:20 
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15:15 – 16:30 ➢ Summary of Session 2, Rapporteur, 16:20 
– 16:30 

Special 
Session 

16:30 – 17:00 

Briefing on regional and international 
initiatives 

➢ Sub-regional initiatives, Kendra Gregson, 
UNICEF, 16:30 – 16:45 

➢ International initiatives and materials, Mr. 
Raj Gautam Mitra, 16:45 – 17:00 

 

17:00 – 18:00          Reception hosted by ESCAP 
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 Wednesday, 14 November  

Session 3 

9:00 – 10:00  

 

Current CRVS Issues 

Objectives: Session 3 will provide an overview 
of current CRVS issues, including their 
relevance for implementing the Asian and 
Pacific CRVS Decade (2015-2024), their 
relevance to the RAF goals and targets, 
implementation steps and action areas. Session 
3 will also discuss possible changes to the RAF 
and CRVS Decade. 

Expected Outcomes: Members will discuss the 
relevance of the current CRVS issues for 
collaboration at the regional level and make 
recommendations, as appropriate, for possible 
modifications to the RAF and CRVS Decade 
which could be considered by the Ministerial 
Conference in 2020. 

➢ Overview of current CRVS issues and links 
to the 2030 Agenda, Mr. Anir Chowdhury, 
Bangladesh, 9:00 – 9:15 

➢ Legal Identity, Ms. Kristen Wenz, UNICEF 
(via Webex), 9:15 – 9:30 

➢ Identity management, Mr. Jonathan 
Daniel Marskell, Identification for 
Development (ID4D) (via Webex), 9:30 – 
9:45 

➢ CRVS and ID systems, Mr. Manoj Kumar, 
India, 9:45 – 10:00 

➢ Plenary Q & A, Mr. Anir Chowdhury, 
Bangladesh, 10:00 – 10:15 

Chair: 
Mr. Anir 
Chowdhury, 
Bangladesh 

 

Rapporteur: 
Edward 
Duffus, Plan 
International 

10:15 – 10:30          Coffee/Tea break 

Session 3 
cont. 

➢ Online Birth Registration, Ms. Jin Kim, 
Republic of Korea, 10:30 – 10:45 

➢ Protection and preservation of civil 
registration data and the role of 
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10:15 – 
12:00 

digitization, Ms. Gloria Mathenge, SPC, 
10:45 – 11:00 

➢ Improving access to registration for hard 
to reach populations, Dr. Boonchai 
Kijsanayotin, Thailand, 11:00 – 11:15 

➢ Cause of death, Ms. Lene Mikkelsen, 
University of Melbourne, 11:15 – 11:30 

➢ Plenary Q & A, Mr. Anir Chowdhury, 
Bangladesh, 11:30 – 12:00 

12:00 – 13:00          Lunch 

Session 3 
cont. 

13:00 – 
15:00 

➢ Group discussion 
o Participants will break into groups to 

discuss, review and identify the most 
important and urgent issues and 
outline recommendations for future 
regional collaboration on CRVS, 
including possible adjustments to the 
RAF. 

 

15:00 – 15:15          Coffee/Tea break 

Session 3 
cont. 

15:15 – 17:00 

➢ Presentation by the groups facilitated by 
Mr. Anir Chowdhury, Bangladesh and 
Ms. Rikke Hansen, ESCAP, 15:15 – 16:50 

➢ Summary of Session 2, Rapporteur, 16:50 
– 17:00 
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Thursday, 15 November  

Session 4 

9:00 – 10:00 

 

2020 Ministerial Conference 

Objectives: Session 4 will explain and discuss 
expectations and desired outcomes for the 
2020 Ministerial Conference and provide an 
overview of the preparation process. The 
session will also discuss issues related to 
advocacy, visibility and communication of the 
Ministerial Conference. 

Expected Outcomes: Members will provide 
guidance on the organization of the Ministerial 
Conference, as well as guidance on strategies 
to advocate for CRVS and the Ministerial 
Conference, including beyond the CRVS 
community. 

➢ Organizational Process of a Ministerial 
Conference, Ms. Rikke Hansen, ESCAP, 
9:00 – 10:00; Presentation and plenary 
discussion 

Chair: 
Mr. Jeff 
Montgomery, 
New Zealand 

 

Rapporteur: 
Mr. Martin 
Bratschi, Vital 
Strategies 

10:00 – 10:15          Coffee/Tea break 

Session 4 
cont. 

10:15 – 11:15 

➢ Advocating beyond the CRVS community, 
Mr. Raj Gautam Mitra, 10:15 – 11:05; 
Presentation and plenary discussion 

➢ Summary of Session 4, Mr. Martin 
Bratschi, Vital Strategies, 11:05 – 11:15 

 

Session 5 

11:15 – 
12:00 

 

Working Arrangements of the Regional 
Steering Group 

Objectives: Building upon discussions and 
recommendations made by the RSG during 
sessions 1-4, session 5 will discuss the working 
arrangements of the RSG to support the 
midterm review process, analytical work on the 
identified important and urgent CRVS issues 
and the preparation for the Ministerial 

Chair: 
Mr. Anir 
Chowdhury, 
Bangladesh 

 

 

Rapporteur: 
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Conference. The session will also discuss the 
membership of the RSG and possible changes 
to its terms of reference. 

Expected Outcomes: Members will decide on 
the role of the RSG in supporting the midterm 
review process, address analytical work on the 
identified important CRVS issues, as well as the 
preparation for the 2020 Ministerial 
Conference. Members will also make 
recommendations on the terms of reference of 
the RSG and future membership to be decided 
by the Commission in May 2019.  

➢ Plenary discussion on the Regional 
Steering Group support for the midterm 
review facilitated by Mr. Anir 
Chowdhury, Bangladesh, 11:15 – 12:00 

Dr. Rakesh 
Rastogi, World 
Health 
Organization 

12:00 – 14:00  Plan International Lunch – Open CRVS Demo, Meeting Room H 

Session 5 
cont. 

14:00 – 
15:00 

➢ Plenary discussion continued  

15:00 – 15:15          Coffee/Tea break 

Session 5 
cont. 

15:15 – 
15:45 

➢ Plenary discussion on formal matters: 
Regional Steering Group ToR and 
membership facilitated by Ms. Rikke 
Hansen, ESCAP, 15:15 – 15:35 

➢ Summary of Session 5, Dr. Rakesh 
Rastogi, World Health Organization, 
15:35 – 15:45 

 

Closing of 
the 
Meeting 

➢ Summary of the Fourth Regional Steering 
Group Meeting, Mr. Anir Chowdhury, 
15:45 – 16:45 

➢ Closing, H.E. Mr. Kolinio Gata Takali, High 
Commissioner of Fiji to Malaysia and 
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15:45 – 
17:00 

Permanent Representative to ESCAP, 
16:45 – 17:00 
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Fourth Regional Steering Group Participant List  
 

 
Armenia 
Ms. Ani Mkhitaryan 
Head of Civil Acts Registration Agency 
animkhitaryan.agency@gmail.com 
 
Bangladesh 
Mr. Anir Chowdhury 
Policy Advisor, Access to Information 
(a2i) Programme 
anir.chowdhury@a2i.gov.bd 
 
Bhutan 
Mr. Pandup Tshering 
Director General, Ministry of Health 
ptshering@health.gov.bt 
 
Cambodia 
Mr. Chinda Phan 
Deputy Director of Department of Social 
Statistics 
phanchinda696@gmail.com 
 
Cook Islands 
Ms. Claudine Henry-Anguna 
Registrar of the High Court, Ministry of 
Justice 
claudine.henry-
anguna@cookislands.gov.ck 
 
Fiji 
Mr. Kolinio Gata Takali 
Fiji’s Permanent Representative to 
UNESCAP  
koliniotakali55@gmail.com 
 
India 
Mr. Manoj Kumar 
Deputy Registrar General, Office of the 
Registrar General 
manojISS9.rgi@censusindia.gov.in 
 
 
 

Indonesia 
Mr. Arief M. Edhie 
Director of Civil Registration, Ministry of 
Home Affairs 
 
Ms. Adelita Asthasari Siregar 
Planning Analyst, Directorate of Population 
Planning and Social Protection 
adelita.siregar@support.bappenas.go.id  
 
Ms. Citra Kumala 
Planning Analyst, Directorate of Population 
Planning and Social Protection 
citra.kumala@support.bappenas.go.id  
 
Mr. Hariyadi 
Planner, Directorate of Population Planning 
and Social Protection 
hariyadi.sabar@bappenas.go.id 
 
Ms. Shanti 
Head of Subdirectorate for Marriage and 
Divorce Registration, Ministry of Home Affair 
 
Mr. Petrus H. Hutauruk 
Head of Section for Divorce Registration, 
Ministry of Home Affairs  
 
Iran (Islamic Rep. of) 
Mr. Mohammad Bagher Abbasi 
Director General, Bureau of Demographic and 
Migration Statistics  
mohammad.b.abbasi@gmail.com 
 
Kazakhstan 
Ms. Gulmira Karaulova 
Head of Social and Demographic Statistics 
Department, Committee on Statistics of the 
Ministry of National Economy 
anara_77@bk.ru 
 
 
 

mailto:animkhitaryan.agency@gmail.com
mailto:anir.chowdhury@a2i.gov.bd
mailto:ptshering@health.gov.bt
mailto:phanchinda696@gmail.com
mailto:claudine.henry-anguna@cookislands.gov.ck
mailto:claudine.henry-anguna@cookislands.gov.ck
mailto:koliniotakali55@gmail.com
mailto:manojISS9.rgi@censusindia.gov.in
mailto:adelita.siregar@support.bappenas.go.id
mailto:citra.kumala@support.bappenas.go.id
mailto:hariyadi.sabar@bappenas.go.id
mailto:mohammad.b.abbasi@gmail.com
mailto:anara_77@bk.ru
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Malaysia 
Ms. Nazaria Baharudin 
nazaria@stats.gov.my 
 
Mongolia 
Mr. Tsolomon Gankhuyag 
Head of Administration Department, 
General Authority for State Registration 
of Mongolia 
g.tsolmon@burtgel.gov.mn 
 
New Zealand 
Mr Jeffrey Montgomery 
Register General, Department of Internal 
Affairs 
jeff.montgomery@dia.govt.nz 
 
Pakistan 
Dr. Muhammad Asif 
Chief Health, Ministry of Planning, 
Development and Reform 
drmasif@msn.com 
 
Ms. Asma Hyder 
Member Social Sector and Devolution 
Planning Commission, Ministry of 
Planning, Development and Reform 
baloch.asma@gmail.com 
 
Philippines 
Mr. Daniel Ariaso 
Deputy National Statistician, Philippine 
Statistical Authority 
danielst2018@gmail.com 
 
Mr. Ronaldo Taghap 
Assistant National Statistician 
Philippine Statistical Authority 
r.taghap@psa.gov.ph 
 
Republic of Korea 
Ms. Jin Kim 
Director, Statistics Korea 
jinknso@korea.kr 
 
 

Ms. Kyong Ah Hong 
et1203@korea.kr 
 
Thailand 
Dr. Boonchai Kijsanayotin 
Information & Research Manager 
Thai Health Information Standards 
Development Center, MOPH 
 
Timor-Leste 
H.E. Manuel Cárceres Da Costa 
Minister of Justice for Timor-Leste 
 
Ms. Leonilde Gertrudes Do Rosario Fernandes 
Secretary 
Cabinet of the Minister of Justice 
 
Ms. Monica Sutoyo Corte Real 
Conservator of Civil Register 
National Directorate of Register and Notary 
monica_real@mj.gov.tl  
 
Mr. Ricardo da Cruz Santos 
National CRVS Focal Point  
General Directorate of Statistics 
rscruz@mof.gov.tl 
 
United States of America 
Ms. Olga Joos 
Technical Advisor/Project Coordinator 
CDC Foundation 
ley6@cdc.gov 
 
Uzbekistan 
Mr. Zoyir Yuldoshev 
Z.Yuldoshev@stat.uz 
 
Vanuatu 
Mr. Joe Johnson Iati 
Director Registrar General 
Civil Registry Department  
jiati@vanuatu.gov.vu 
 
 
 
 

mailto:nazaria@stats.gov.my
mailto:g.tsolmon@burtgel.gov.mn
mailto:jeff.montgomery@dia.govt.nz
mailto:drmasif@msn.com
mailto:baloch.asma@gmail.com
mailto:danielst2018@gmail.com
mailto:r.taghap@psa.gov.ph
mailto:jinknso@korea.kr
mailto:jinknso@korea.kr
mailto:et1203@korea.kr
mailto:monica_real@mj.gov.tl
mailto:rscruz@mof.gov.tl
mailto:ley6@cdc.gov
mailto:Z.Yuldoshev@stat.uz
mailto:jiati@vanuatu.gov.vu
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Bloomberg Data For Health Initiative 
Dr. Lene Mikkelsen 
Senior Technical Advisor 
l.mikkelsen@unimelb.edu.au 
 
Plan International 
Ms. Edward Duffus 
Head of Birth Registration and Innovation 
Edward.Duffus@plan-international.org 
 
UNICEF 
Ms. Kendra J. Gregson 
Regional Adviser, Child Protection  
kgregson@unicef.org   
 
Mr. Domingos da Costa Sousa 
Child Protection Manager 
ddacostasousa@unicef.org 
 
Ms. Kristen Wenz 
Child Protection Specialist 
kwenz@unicef.org 
 
Ms Toshiko Takahashi 
Chief PME and Social Policy 
ttakahashi@unicef.org 
 
Ms. Rachel Harvey 
Regional Adviser, Child Protection 
rharvey@unicef.org 
 
Vital Strategies 
Mr. Martin Bratschi 
Deputy Director, Technical 
Implementation 
mbratschi@vitalstrategies.org   
 
World Bank 
Mr. Jonathan Daniel Marskell 
Operations Officer ID4D 
jmarskell@worldbank.org 
 
UNESCAP 
Ms. Rikke Munk Hansen 
hansenrm@un.org  
 

The Pacific Community 
Ms. Gloria Mathenge 
Civil Registration and Vital Statistics Advisor 
gloriam@spc.int 
 
UNHCR 
Mr. Jelvas Musau 
Senior Regional Protection Officer 
UNHCR Regional Office for South-East Asia 
musau@unhcr.org 
 
Mr. Marin Roman 
Regional Representation in Central Asia 
roman@unhcr.org 
 
WHO 
Dr. Rakesh Rastogi 
Technical Officer 
rastogir@who.int 
 
World Vision International 
Mr. Abid Gulzar 
Regional Director, East Asia Region 
abid_gulzar@wvi.org 
 
Mr. Deepesh Paul Thakur 
Regional Director, Advocacy and External 
Director, Asia Pacific Regional Office 
Deepesh_paul_thakur@wvi.org 
 
International Consultant 
Mr. Raj Mitra 
rgmitra2@hotmail.com 
 
UNESCAP 
Mr. David Rausis 
rausis@un.org 
 
Mr. Ziad Elgendy 
ziad.elgendy@un.org  
 
Mr. Daniel Swaisgood 
daniel.swaisgood@un.org 
  
Jose Antonio Pedrosa Garcia 
pedrosagarcia@un.org 

mailto:l.mikkelsen@unimelb.edu.au
mailto:Edward.Duffus@plan-international.org
mailto:kgregson@unicef.org
mailto:ddacostasousa@unicef.org
mailto:kwenz@unicef.org
mailto:ttakahashi@unicef.org
mailto:rharvey@unicef.org
mailto:mbratschi@vitalstrategies.org
mailto:jmarskell@worldbank.org
mailto:hansenrm@un.org
mailto:gloriam@spc.int
mailto:musau@unhcr.org
mailto:roman@unhcr.org
mailto:rastogir@who.int
mailto:abid_gulzar@wvi.org
mailto:Deepesh_paul_thakur@wvi.org
mailto:rgmitra2@hotmail.com
mailto:rausis@un.org
mailto:ziad.elgendy@un.org
mailto:daniel.swaisgood@un.org
mailto:pedrosagarcia@un.org
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