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" |n 2013 Niue published their first vital statistics report including an analysis of causes of
death.

* The report highlighted important issues which had been previously overlooked.

" Akey, and unexpected, finding of the report was that while non- communicable diseases
are important in Niue - these are largely confined to older age groups.

* The leading cause of premature deaths (below 60 years of age), was actually external
causes — including road deaths and suicides.

Niue is a small island country of 1460 residents (2011 Census).

Registration of births and deaths is conducted through the Civil

Registry office, with support from the Ministry of Health and

National Statistics Office. Registration is essentially 100% complete, 50
although data is affected by off-island births and deaths from
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medical referrals. While births and deaths are analysed and 40
published routinely (usually in association with the Census), there _ 3
has previously been little analysis of causes of death. é R .
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The analysis was completed through a technical attachment from 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2001 2003 2005 2007 2009
the National Statistics Office with the Secretariat of the Pacific Period Midpoint
Community. This was supported by the national committee working
closely together both before and after the attachment. = Despite a falling number of births in Niue (see figure), the total fertility rate

has stayed stable — at 2.8 births per woman for 2007-2011.

" Life expectancy for 2007 — 2011 is estimated at 70.1 (95% ClI: 63.8 — 71.8) for
males and 76.3 (72.9 — 79.7) for females.

"  While heart disease, respiratory diseases, cancer and diabetes topped the list
of leading causes of death for 2007-2011 for all ages, external causes of death
topped the list for ages 15-59 years for both men and women.
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